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RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE NOMINATION OF THE WEST FALLS DEPOT TO
THE NATTONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

TOWN OF AURORA, NEW

WHEREAS, historic properties and buildings in the Town of Aurora contribute significantly to
the visual character, quality of life, and culture of the community; and

WHEREAS, the New York State and National Registers of Historic Places are the official lists of
buildings, structures, districts, objects, and sites significant in the history, architecture, archeology,
engineering, and culture of New York and the nation which are worthy of preservation; and

WHEREAS, the 1980 New York State Historic Preservation Act and the 1966 National Historic
Preservation Act provide municipalities with the ability to nominate historic resources to the New
York State and National Registers of Historic Places; and

WHEREAS, the former Buffalo, Rochester & Pittsburgh Railway West Falls Passenger and
Freight Station (“West Falls Depot”) located at 397 Old Glenwood Road, West Falls, New York
14170, has been deemed eligible for listing on the State Register of Historic Places by the New
York State Historic Preservation Office; and

WHEREAS, Conor Schneider, the current owner of the West Falls Depot, has submitted an
application with the New York State Historic Preservation Office on December 13, 2022, to list
the West Falls Depot on the State and National Registers of Historic Places; and

WHEREAS, the West Falls Depot is of primary historical significance to the Town of Aurora and
the Hamlet of West Falls for its association with the region’s growth and development and its role
related to the expansion and operation of the Buffalo, Rochester & Pitisburgh Railway Company
during its period of significance from 1883 to 1955 during which time the West Falls Depot served
as the nerve center of the community and principal link to the rest of the country; and

WHEREAS, the West Falls Depot is an exemplary model of the distinctive architectural
characteristics of a Queen Anne Style Train Station and is also the only remaining wooden train
depot on the Buffalo Division of the former Buffalo, Rochester & Pittsburgh Railway Company
and is one of two remaining wooden train depots built by the Buffalo, Rochester & Pittsburgh
Railway Company on its mainline track between Buffalo, New York and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania;
and

WHEREAS, the West Falls Depot is prominently located directly between the New York State
Route 240 section of the Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway and the developing multi-
use Erie Cattaraugus Rail Trail; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Aurora recognizes the many benefits listing the West Falls Depot on
the State and National Registers of Historic Places will have for the preservation and restoration
efforts of the West Falls Depot and the positive confribution the West Falls Depot adds as a
resource to the development of the multi-use Frie Cattaraugus Rail Trail; now



THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Aurora supports the application to
nominate the West Falls Depot to the State and National Registers of Historic Places because of
its architectural significance, historical value, vital contribution to the growth of the Hamlet of

West Falls, and its ability to serve as a reminder of the former importance of railroad transportation
to the life of residents in the Town of Aurora.

Adopted the day of 2022

The Aurcra Town Board

James J. Bach
Town Supervisor
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Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation
Amy L. Kruse, I.D.; and David ). Eanciott, 1.1,

1} Orgavization, Operation, and Management
B. Historic Preservation

2. Preservation Under Other Statutes

§ 15. Roles of state and local government in historic
preservation

Topic Summary  Correlation Table  References

West's Key Number Digest
. West's Key Number Digest, Environmental Lawiza6d to 68, 72, 76

A.L.R. Library

. Validity and construction of statute or ordinance protecting historical landmarks, 18 A.L.R.4(h 990

The legislature has enacted legislation for the purpose of encouraging local governmental programs for the preservation,
restoration, and maintenance of the historical, architectural, archeological, and cultural environment by clarifying and

amplifying existing authority and providing necessary tools for such purpose. ! The framework of the article is intended to
maintain and encourage the opportunity and flexibility for the counties, cities, towns, and villages of the state to manage the
historic and cultural properties under their jurisdiction in a spirit of stewardship and trusteeship for future generations and to
authorize local governments to conduct their activities, plans, and programs in a manner consistent with the preservation and

enhancement of historic and cultural properties. % The power granted to local governments under Article 5-K, however, does
not inctude the power to regulate state agency activity that might affect historical or cultural property under the control and
jurisdiction of the state agency. For example, the State University Construction Fund is not required to comply with a local

WESTLAW © 2021 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 1
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historical presetvation ordinance before it can demolish an existing structure on a state college campus as part of a construction
project. 3

Observation:

For the purpose of determining the constitutionality of 4 zening erdinance, preservation of structures and areas with special historic,
architectural, or cultural significance is considered an important governmental objective, However, public interest in historical
preservation, as expressed in a zoning ordinance intended to preserve structures and areas with special historic, architectural, or
cultural significance, does not as a matter of law override competing educational interests, which by their very nature also are
clearly in furtherance of public morals and general welfare, Additionally, zoning ordinances designed to further historic preservation
purpose are not immune from the deliberative process that must precede restriction of educational uses; rather, proposed educational
uses must be weighed against the interest in historical preservation, as well as other legitimate, competing interests, to determine
how best to serve the public welfare, *

The legislative body of any county, city, town, or village is authotized to provide by regulations, special conditions and
restrictions for the protection, enhancement, perpetuation and use of places, districts, sites, buildings, structures, works of art
and other objects having a special character or special historical, cultural or aesthetic interest or value. Such regulations, special
conditions and restrictions may include appropriate and reasonable control of the use or appearance of neighboring private

property within the public view, or both. * Also, the legislative body may establish a landmark or historical preservation board or
commission; 6 acquire, after notice and public hearing, the fee or any lesser interest, development right, easement, covenant, or
other contractual right necessary to achieve the purposes of Article 5-K, to historical ot cultural property within its jurisdiction; ’
designate, purchase, restore, operate, lease, and sell historic buildings or structures; % and provide for transfer of development
rights for purposes consistent with the purposes of the article, 9

The Environmental Conservation Law also contains provisions governing the undettaking of park, recreation, and historic
preservation projects. 10

A town may purchase a historically significant railroad depot located within the town and immediately reconvey the depot for
fair and adequate consideration to a historical society for restoration and preservation; the town, by local law, may authorize

the purchase price to be paid to the town on an installment basis, secured by a purchase-money mortgage. 1

Westlaw. € 2021 Thomson Reuters. No Claim to Orig. U8, CGovt, Works.

Footnotes

GML § 119-aa.
GML § 119-aa.

2 —
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3 Ebert v, New York State Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation, 119 A.D.2d 62, 505
N.Y.8.2d 470, 34 Ed. Law Rep. 553 (3d Dep't 1986).
4 Trustees of Union College in Town of Schenectady in State of N.Y. v. Members of Schenectady City

Council, 91 N.Y.2d 161, 667 N.Y.8,2d 978, 690 N.E.2d 862, 123 Ed. Law Rep. 1247 (1997).

5 GMILL § 119-dd{1).

6 GML § 119-dd(2).

7 GML § 119-dd(3).

8 GML § 119-dd(4),

9 GML § 119-dd(5).

10 BECL §§ 54-0901 to 54-0911,

11 1992 N.Y. Op. Comp. 92-32, 1992 WL 437181.

End of Documeni © 2021 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government
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1 N.Y. Zoning Law & Prac, § 7:49

New Yorlk Zoning Law and Practice  September 2021 Update
Patricia 3. Salkin

Chapter 7. Types of Zoning Regulation

F. Architectural Controls

§ 7:49. Preservation of historic landmarks

References

The destruction or defacement of structures having special historic or aesthetic value continues to be a matter of concern to
federal, state, and local governments. While in the past, historic preservation was viewed as a means of battling urban blight
and it supported urban revitalization efforts, today historic preservation can also be used as a local economic development tool,
helping to promofe tourism to a location or region.

At the federal level, historic preservation is based upon provisions in the National Historic Preservation Act, enacted in 1966. !
A network of activities takes place at the federal level including: designation of buildings and property on the National Register

3

of Historic Places;2 the availability of matching funds to states for designated preservation purposes;” and tax incentives

to individuals to promote investment in historic preservation projects.4 The New York State Legislature has declared that
its "historical, archeological, architectural and cultural heritage ... is among the most important environmental assets of the

state and should be preserved.” 3 The Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation Law, and implementing rules and regulations,
provide a preservation mechanism similar to federal law with respect to the establishment of a State Register of Historic Places. 6

Local governments may not, however, compel the State to comply with iis historic preservation laws. 7 Unlike the federal tax
incentives for historic preservation, New York currently has no program in effect for property tax relief for owners of historic
propetties.

Specifically relating to local governments, General Municipal Law section 96-a empowers municipalities to, "regulate by
planning or zoning laws and regulations or by local laws and regulations ... for the protection, enhancement, perpetuation and
use of places, districts, sites, buildings, structures, works of art, and other objects having a special character or special historic
or aesthetic value." Article 5-k of the General Municipal Law specificalty authorizes municipalities to develop and implement

local historic presetvation programs that include the enactment of zoning regulations, the establishment of historic districts, and

the use of transfer of development rights for this purpose. 8

The state statute permits localities to establish a local landmarks board or commission to catry out the preservation program. ?
Additional authority for the enactment of local historic preservation laws may be found in the E !Municipal Home Rule Law,
sec. 10. The General Municipal Law specifically authorizes municipalities to enact histotic preservation regulations pursuant
to the police power. 1% The use of the police power for the purpose of protecting individual structures and historic districts was
upheld as a valid exercise of the police power where it serves a valid public purpose. R

Municipalities actoss the State have taken varied approaches to the regulation of historic preservation. For example, some units
of local government incorporate historic preservation provisions right into their zoning ordinances. 12 Other municipalitics

WESTLAW  © 2021 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 1
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adopt special laws directly related only to historic preservation. 13 Local governments may not, however, enact laws pursuant
to the General Municipal Law that require owners of historic propetties to affirmatively restore the property. 14

Local governments who choose to regulate the use of historic properties are often concerned about whether such regulations
constitute a taking of private property for a public purpose. The General Municipal Law specifically provides that when such
a situation occurs, the municipality, "shall provide for just compensation, which may include the limitation or remission of

taxes." 1> One technique that may be employed to provide for compensation when regulating the use of historic property is the
iransfer of development rights, discussed in the next section.

Westlaw, © 2021 Thomson Reuvfers. No Claim to Orig. U.S. Govt. Works.

Footnotes

1 F 16 U.5.C.A. § 470; see Juergensmeyer & Roberts, Land Use Planning and Control Law § 12.8 (1998)
for a more detailed discussion of the histery of preservation law and policy at the federal level.

2 P 6 USCA. §470()

3 B 16 U.S.CA. §470(0).
+ % I o %

4 I 26US.CA.§§167,F 1681 26 U.S.C.A. §§ 44,1 48(g);7 '1R.C. § [70{h).

5 Parks Rec. & Hist. Pres, L § 14,01,

6 See, Parles, Rec. & Hist. Pres. L. §§ 14.01 et seq., and 9 N.Y.C.R.R. §§ 427.1 et seq.

7 Ebert v. New York State Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation, 119 A.D.2d 62, 505
N.Y.5.2d 470 (3d Dep't 1986).
General Municipal Law § 119-dd.

9 General Municipal Law § 119-dd(2).

10 General Municipal Law § 96-a.

H b Penn Cent. Transp. Co. v. City of New York, 438 U.5. 104, 98 S. C1. 2646, 57 L. Ed. 2d 631 (1978),
reh'g denied, 439 U.S. 883, 99 S. Ct. 226, 58 L. Ed. 2d 198 (1978).

12 For example, the city of Syracuse regulates historic districts and protected sites in its zoning ordinance,
Zoning Ordinance, City of Syracuse, Section VI (1992).

13 For example, the New York City has adopted a Landmarks Preservation Law, see N.Y.C. Administrative
Code §§ 25-301 et seq,

14 FGL & L Property Corp. v. City of Rye, 66 N.Y.2d 111, 495 N.Y.5.2d 321, 485 N.E.2d 986 (1985).

£5 General Municipal Law § 96-a.

Lnd of Document © 2021 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government
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Ne_wYork State- and National Re'giSters of Historic Places

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What are the State and National Registers of Historic Places? The State and National Registers are the
official lists of properties significant in history, architecture, engineering, landscape design, archeology, and
culture. Properties may be significant in local, state and/or national contexts. More than 120,000 properties in
New York have received this prestigious recognition.

What qualifies a property for listing on the registers? The registers recognize all aspects of New
York's diverse history and culture. Eligible properties must represent a significant historic theme (e.g.,
architecture, agriculture, industry, transportation) and they must be intact enough to illustrate their association
with that theme. Properties must usually be more than 50 years of age to be considered for listing.

What are the benefits of being listed on the registers? The State and National Registers are a
recognized and visible component of public and private planning. The registers promote heritage fourism,
economic development and appreciation of historic resources. Benefits include:

+ Official recognition that a property is significant to the nation, the state, or the local community.

« Eligibility to apply for the state homeowner tax credit and/or the state and federal commercial historic
rehabilitation tax credits.

« Eligibility (not-for-profit organizations and municipalities only) to apply for New York State historic
preservation grants. Other grants, also requiring listing, may be available through other public and private
sources,

« Properties that meet the criteria for registers listing receive a measure of protection from state and federal
undertakings regardless of their listing status. State and federal agencies must consult with the SHPO to
avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse effects to listed or eligible properties.

Will State and National Registers listing restrict the use of a property? If you are not using federal or
state funds to complete your project (e.g. a grant or tax credit, CD funds, a Main Street Grant) and you do not
require a state or federal permit to undertake it (e.g. DEC permit), you are free to remodel, alter, paint,
manage, subdivide, sell, or even demolish a National or State Register listed property (as long as you comply
with local zoning). If state or federal funds are used or if a state or federal permit is required, proposed
alterations may be reviewed by SHPO staff if the property is either listed or determined eligible for listing.

What kinds of properties can be included in the registers? Buildings and structures such as
residences, churches, commercial buildings and bridges; sites such as cemeteries, landscapes and
archaeological sites; districts, including groups of buildings, structures or sites that are significant as a whole,
such as farmsteads, residential neighborhoods, industrial complexes and cultural landscapes; and objects,
such as fountains and monuments.

What is a historic district? A historic district is a group of buildings, structures, and sites that are
significant for their historical and physical relationships to each other. Properties in districts are not usually
significant individually but gain meaning from their proximity and association with each other. A district may
include any number of properties.

What is the process for listing a property on the registers? To begin, an application must be

submitted to the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) for evaluation. If the property is determined eligible
for listing, the nomination sponsor is responsible for providing documentation that describes the property's
setting and physical characteristics, documents its history, conveys its significance in terms of its historic
context, and demonstrates how it meets the register criteria. The New York State Board for Historic
Preservation reviews completed nominations. If the board recommends the nomination, the New York State
Historic Preservation Officer (Commissioner of the Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation) lists
the property on the State Register and forwards it to the National Park Service for review and listing on the
National Register.

New York State Historic Preservation Office » nysparks.com/shpo

)
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New York S'tate and Nat'io_na_l Registers_ of Historic Places

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Can an owner object to having his or her property listed on the registers? Yes. Private property

owners may object to National Register listing. If the property has one owner, that owner’s objection will
prevent the listing. If the property has multiple owners, the majority of the owners must object in order to
prevent listing. For properties with multiple owners, such as districts, objections only count toward the listing of
the district as a whole. No one owner can exempt himself or herself from listing in a district by means of an
objection. Although the State Register does not recognize owner objections, it is the policy of the SHPO to
avoid listings with significant objections and to work with nomination sponsors and communities to provide
information and education about the registers program.

How long does it take to get a property listed? The length of time required for the preparation and
review of an individual nomination is typically twelve months or longer, depending on the quality of the
application and staff workloads. Historic districts generally require at least a year to account for their greater
complexity and the additional need for public comment.

How do the State and National Registers differ from local landmark designation? State and National
Registers listing should not be confused with local landmark designation. Many communities have enacted
local landmark ordinances that establish commissions with the authority to review proposed work on locally
designated properties. These commissions are established and operated independently from the State and
National Registers, which do not regulate the actions of private property owners unless state or federal funds
are used or a state or federal permit is required. National Register listing does not automaticatlly lead to local
landmark designation, and local districts often differ from those listed on the registers.

Must owners of listed buildings open their buildings to the public? No. There is absolutely no
requirement to open register-listed properties to the public.

Will a property owner be able to leave his property to his children or anyone else he/she wishes? Yes.
Listing on the registers in no way affects the transfer of property from one owner to another.

Will listing on the State and National Registers, either individually or in a historic district, affect local
property taxes or zoning? No. Listing has no direct bearing on any of these local actions.

How can an owner get a State and National Registers plaque to display on his or her building?
Although the SHPO does not provide plagues, a list of manufacturers is available upon request.

How does listing protect a building and its surroundings? The registers are a valuable tool in the
planning of publicly funded, licensed or permitted projects. Government agencies are responsible for avoiding
or reducing the effects of projects on properties that are eligible for or listed on the registers. Listing raises
awareness of the significance of properties, helping to ensure that preservation issues are considered early
and effectively in the planning process.

How do | find out if my buiiding is already listed? Check out the SHPO’s online database, the Cultural
Resource Information System (CRIS), which is on our website here: https://cris.parks.ny.gov. Here, you can
enter as a guest, hit the "Search” button at the top of the page, and search with the address, name of the
property, or search by zooming into the map. Your building may not already be listed, but we may have some
preliminary information already in CRIS. For more guidance, contact your National Register Unit
representative.

Where can | find out more about the State and National Registers? Contact the Division for Historic
Preservation at (518) 237-8643, visit our website at hitps:/parks.ny.qov/shpo/national-register/
or see the National Park Service website at hitps:/Awww,.nps.qov/subjects/nationalregister/index.htm.
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Short Environmental Assessment 2
Pari 1 - Project Informutmn

Instructions for Completinjg

. Part1-Project Information. The applicant or project sponsor is responsible for the completion of Part 1. Responses
become part of the application forlapproval or finding, are subject to pubilic review, and may be subject to further verification.
Complete Part { based on information currently avallable, Ifadditional research or investigation would be needed to fully
respond to any item, please answer as tharoughly as possible based on current informaticn.

Complete all items in Part 1. You‘may also provide any additional mtonnatlon which you believe will be needed by or useful
to the lead agency; attach additiongl pages as necessary to supplement an?f item.

Part 1 - Project and Sponsor Information
Nams of Action or Project:

7?&, (_")Ou.) Jw i -l~ﬁewumﬁ }#—«éé

i\f\

Project Location (dsscribe, and qttach a locatmn map):

At Sopes ™ (x} vadyut 953 (_wwf )

SH

Brief Desctiption of Proposed A#tmn

Im. QGVJ Sf«&;gﬂf 1} 5«"-’6}6’ Ssg, !:c’fﬂui'?d q /\,.‘W CQ‘} S!é’f'/;: 20&’&”;@%1,«;6
Brstog. Lokt werth et Gug, o of Tem & Shy i

b ey boion ST Ay s Ext Aot .
yeotes quam:éuﬁiﬂmj b Teplery o vilhps ogiseuf

Name of Applicant or Sponsor: | _ Tejephone: - 68T - ARSE
Brad K viers EMEE paeConor & Fow Ovy

Address: 4 ' J o
249 Eiery Kol |

City/PO: N : State: Zip Code:
Coudty  Oaleg, Ny 14129

1. Does the proposed action only nvolve the legislative adoption of a plan, loeal law, ordinance, NO | YES

adminisirative nile, or regulation?

If Yes, attach a narrative description of the intent of the proposed action and the-environmental resources that @"' [:l
may be affected in the municipality and proceed to Part 2, If no, continue to question 2.

2. Does the proposed action reqhire a permit, approval or funding fromt any other poverrmenial Agency? NO | YES

If Yes, list agency(s) name and permit or approval: W D

1.a. Total acreage of the site of the proposed action? £¢ ' acres

b. Total acreage to be physically disturbed? (038 tuany ¢ acres
¢. Total acreage (project site ahd any contiguous properties) owned -
or conjrolled by thc applscggt or project spensor? . S T acres

4, Check all land uses that occur on, adjoining and near the proposed action.
CJUrben  [i%ural (Ron-agriculture) [T}Industrial  [“1Commercial {TJResidential (suburban)
ClForest  [fJaGricuthurs [Cdaquatic  {710ther (specify):
[1Parkland | '

Page 1 of 3




5. Ts the proposed action, : ‘ NO

I
=
7]

Z
»

4. A permitted use under the zoning regulations? |:|

b. Congistent with the adopte{f;'i comprehensive plan? D :

(1]

G. Ts the proposed action consistent with the predominant character of the existing buili or natural

et
-
w»

landscape? :
]

5]

7. Isthe site of the proposed ctjon located in, or does it adjoin, 2 state jisted Critical Environmental Area? YES
If Yes, identify: : :
8. a. Will the proposed action result in a substantial increase in traffic é;bove present levels? YES

b. Are public transportation éerv'me(s) available at or near the site of the proposed action?

¢ Are any pedestrian accomdnodations or bicycle routes available oh or neat site of the proposed action?

nER

9. Does the proposed action meet or exceed the state energy code requifements?

re
<]
7]

If the propagsed action will excegd requirements, describe design features and technulogles '
¢ wlg s Sebn

Sy, - é:rﬂm@ ﬁgk
AT <

s

10. Wikl the proposed action corgmect to an existin ublxc/prwate water supply?

,4
=
7]

If No, describe method Tor provzdmg potable water

K

11. Will the proposed action cotnect fo existing wastewater utilities?

et

ES

If No, deseribe method for providing wastewater treatment;

sEIEERERNREREREEE

=

12. a. Does the site contain a stx[ucture that is listed on either the State or National Register of Historic

o
=
@

Places? i
b. Is the proposed action Icg}ated in an archeological sensitive area?

[l

13. a. Doas any portion of the sife of the proposed action, or lands adjoining the proposed action, contain

P
=
173

wétlands or other waterbo;dies regulated by a federal, state or local agency?

b. Would the propesed aotimg) phiysically alter, or encroach into, any existing wetland or waterbody?

L]

If Yes, ldentlfy the wetland 0 waterbody and extem of alteratmns in square feel or acres: _

%ﬁ ERCEE

V199

1 Shoreline [l Rorest Agriculturai/erasslands [T] Barly mid-successional
{1 Wetland [ Urban 7] Suburban

{4. Tdentify the typicat habitat types that och arg llkely to be founc: on the project site. Chock all that apply:

15. Does the site of the proposed action contain any species of animal, or associated habitats, listed

YES

by the State or Federal gove{'nmem as threatened or endangered?

[ﬂ%
[

16. I3 the project site located in the 100 year flood plain? y]apes B f&gﬁ-‘% 15 & ﬁm{w e NO | YES
ovelegy e fost Coyfuur Magking om % guter w15 F Bounelon. |9 TV
17, Will the proposed action crepte storm water dischafis, sither from pomt or non-point sources? 4 NO | YES
If Yes, :

o Will storm water discharge§ flow to adjacent properties? m [Tlves D [9/

If Yes, briefly describe: NO

b. Wili storm water dischargss be direcied 1o established conveyance systems (runoff and E%ﬂfains)?
- . 3
Trerse  mde Exisfme. Slorv  Sysfes

o J 7

Page 2 of 3 |




18. Does the proposed action include constraction or other activities thaf result in the impoundment of NO | YES

water or other liquids (e.g. reqention pond, waste lagoon, dam)?
If Yes, explain purpose and size;

; (4T

19. Has the site of the proposed a:tction or an adjoining property been thei location of an active ar closed NQ | YES
solid waste management faciljty? :

IfYes, describe: - IE/D

20. Has the site of the proposed agtion or an adjoining property been the: subject of remediation (ongoing or | NO | YES

conpleted) for hazardous wadte? /

I Yes, desctibe: : . D_ZI 4 D

1AFFIRM THAT THE INFOFTMATION PROVIDED ABOVE 18 TRUE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY
KNOWLEDGE i

: 2 v
oA . Al d o B e
Applicant/sponsor nanyes 2}" / ' Date: f VeV v S0 LA i
Signature: /}‘)j‘:, s {{f%{ er;«'%f
# 28
A1

i
H

[
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Agency Use Only [If applicable]

Project: |
Date: |

Short Environmental Assessment Form
Part 2 - Impact Assessment

Part 2 is to be completed by the Lead Agency,

Answer all of the following questions in Part 2 using the information contained in Part 1 and other materials submitted by
the projsct sponsor or otherwise available to the reviewer, When answering the questions the reviewer should be guided by
the concept “Have my responses been reasonable considering the scale and context of the proposed action?”

| No,or | Moderate

small to large
impact impact
may may
occur oceur

1. Wil the proposed action create a material conflict with an adoptéé Tand use plah or zoniﬂg
regulations?

2. Will the proposed action result in a change in the use or intensity of use of land?

3. Will the proposed action impair the character or quality of the existing community?

4, Will the proposed action have an impact on the envirommental characteristics that cansed the
establishment of a Critical Environmental Area (CEA)?

5. Will the proposed action result in an adverse change in the existing level of traffic or
affect existing infrastructure for mass transit, biking or walleway?

6. Will the proposed action cause an increase in the use of energy and it fails to incorporate
reasonably available energy conservation or renewable energy opportunities?

7. Will the proposed action impact existing:
a. public / private water supplies?

b. public / private wasiewater treatment utilities?

8. Will the proposed action impair the character or quality of important historic, archaeological,
architectural or aesthetic resources?

9. Will the proposad action result in an adverse change to natural resources (e.g.,, wetlands,
waterbodies, groundwater, air quality, flora and fauna)?

10. Will the proposed action result in an increase in the potential for erosion, flooding or drainage
problems?

11. Will the proposed action create a hazard to environmental resources or human health?

N EREEE EEEE
OO OO0 oo ooss

PRINT FORM Page1 of2
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Agency Use Only [If applicable)

Project:

Date:

Short Environmental Assessment Form
Part 3 Determination of Significance

For every question in Part 2 that was answered “moderate to large impact may occur”, or if there is a need to explain why &
particular element of the proposed action may or will not result in a significant adverse environmental impact, please
complete Part 3. Part 3 should, in sufficient detail, identify the impact, including any measures or design elements that
have been included by the project sponsor to avoid ot reduce impacts. Part 3 should also explain how the lead agency
determined that the impact may or will not be significant, Each potential impact should be assessed considering its setting,

probability of occurring, duration, irreversibility, geographic scope and magnitude. Also consider the potential for short-
term, long-term and cumulative impacts.

The proposed action requires site plan approval for a 2-story educational building to be constructed on school

property. The proposed use of the property will not have an significant adverse environmental impacts based on the
following:

- The proposed action does not exceed any Type 1 thresholds or meet the definition of Type 2 as defined in Section
614.14 of SEQR and Is therefore considered an Unlisted Action.

- The proposed action involves the demolition of an existing building and the construction of a new 2-story
educational building.

- The proposed action is not anticipated to increase the intensity of the use of land relating to traffic, noice and
fighting, nar will it adversely affect the demand for public services and utilities. Furthermore, the proposed action is
not anticipated to impair the character or quality of the existing neighborhood or community.

- Stormwater control features will be implemented.

D Check this box if you have determined, based on the information and analysis above, and any supporting documentation,
that the proposed action may result in one or more potentially large or significant adverse impacts and an
environmental impact statement is required.

Check this box if you have determined, based on the information and analysis above, and any supporting decumentation,
" that the proposed action will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts.

Town of Aurora

Narme of Lead Agency Date
James J, Bach Supervisor
Print or Type Name of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency Title of Responsible Gfficer
Signature of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency Signature of Preparer (if different from Responsible Officer)
PRINT FORM Page 2 of2
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TOWN OF AUROI -

575 QAKWOOD AVENUE, EAST AURORA, NY 14052
BUILDING DEPARTMENT
(716) 652-7591
FAX (716) 652-3507

MEMO
TO: Jim Bach & Town Board Members
FROM: Don Owens, Chairman, Planning Board

DATE: December 8, 2022

The following actions were taken at the December 7, 2022 meeting of the Planning Board:

Chairman Don Owens has appointed Tim Stroth to temporarily preside over the December 7,
2022 Planning Board meeting,

Tim Stroth states that alternate Angela Griffis will be a voting member this evening,
Doug Crow motions to recommend the Town Board approve the Site Plan application for the
Gow School at 2491 Emery Rd. with the following conditions:

1. The applicant address the suggested/requested changes from GHD

2. A Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan be provided

Seconded by Jeanne Beiter

Upon a vote being taken:
ayes — five noes — none Motion Carried.

{Alice Brown excused herself from voting because of her connection to the Gow School)



THE GOW SCHOOL PROPOSED HOWARD HALL PROJECT TO REPLACE MAIN BUILDING

Presented by M. Bradley Rogers, Jr., The Gow School Headmaster
December 7, 2022

Proposed

Current

This new building, named in honor of Norm Howard, Gow’s second Headmaster and a teacher from 1935-
76, will replace Main Building. Main Building was purchased in 1926 when the school was founded and
has served as a classroom, dormitory, dining hall, and more. This building currently has four classrooms,
a health office, student-run store, bookstore, and administrative offices.

This proposed building will be twice as large (14,000 square feet) and modernized to meet the needs of
Gow students and faculty. Designed to meet energy efficiency standards, the building will be cost
effective to operate and maintain. Ramps and an elevator will make this building accessible for all
students and guests. Several historically important features will be preserved in this new structure.

This building will provide:
+ Twelve larger, more versatile classrooms with the latest technology for interactive learning.
» Health and Counseling Centers designed for coed students with privacy and more triage and
recovery rooms.
¢ Alarger student-run Little Seniors store with a patio overlooking Cazenovia Creek.
¢ A more comprehensive bookstore with items for students and families.
» Development and Finance Offices, a conference room, and a lobby for collaboration and meeting.

For further information: Architect: Young and Wright

The Gow School Contractor: Kulback Construction
2491 Emery Road

South Wales, NY 14139




TOWN OF AURORA
SITE PLAN REVIEW APPLICATION

Date submitted: Jl=15- @3
Applicant name: _ The, et Seliog]
Applicant Phone/Email: e~ (g7 ~20¥] 1/ kK tie f“‘"',)/ & j‘ onl. Oa’§, |

Applicant address: 24§ i Ewe r'y L. Soutth wales ~ V 141 3?
Property owner:  Jhe, (ows Sclios ]
Owner’s address &4 91 Eme ry L. Couth asgles ~ny 19139

“L

‘
Property address: '

SBL#(s) _ 20l.|S [-yo ¢ 39
Prior owner /V/A-

Is site adjacent to or within 500 feet of an ‘R’ District? )'/C S

Proposed Project: A §+0f:)r Edveatrwmsd  Boild (vg,
Commercial _~— Multi family _ = Number of dwellit%; units -
Zone: _ 8 A Total property Acreage: §$ % Acreage covered by bldg  2* [a,

Square footage of building: _{ 7, 500 gg_ Cubic footage of building: _ § 7Y 6o ¢ £

Agearegate square footage of other buildings on property: /o6 k,:';

Fees, based on number of improved acres*
*Additional professional services, including but not limited to traffic study and SEQRA review,
utilized by the Town during the review process shall be borne by the applicant

0-1 Acres: $250 1.01-5Acres: $500 5.01-10Acres:$1,00,0 l>10Ac:1rcs: $1,500

i 2'2_" )
Fee: &2@ o0 b -ZZFSQQ

Receipt: # SlLepn0OBS%

Received byt

SEQR action:  TypeI(Long EAF) _ Typell {Long EAF) _t/_ﬁnlisted (Short EAF)
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SURVEY NOTES - THE GOW SCHOOL
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TOWN OF AURORA
575 Oakwood Avenue, Bast Aurora, NY 14052
www.towhofaurora.com

January 5, 2023

Dear NYSCA Review Committee,

I am happy to provide this letter of support for the West Falls Center for the Arts {WFCFA) NYS Council on

the Arts 2023 Capital Project application, This project is not only an important part of WFCFA's capital

project and sustainability plans, but it also presents a significant economic development opportunity for
rural West Falls in the Town of Aurora that combines the love for the arts and the creativity of Buffalo
Treehouse, the only NYS treehouse builder. When you combine this capital project with the partnership
between WFCFA and its adjacent neighbor, the Blueberry Treehouse Farm, you have a significant cultural
draw for West Falls that builds on several other community development projects. Recently, these
collaborating neighbors attracted almost 3,000 guests in just one weekend and is why WFCFA projects the
completed project will increase tourist visits from 50,000 to 100,000+ people annually, It will also serve
as a key tourism attraction with other southern tier cultural attractions like the Chautauqua Institute,
Griffis Sculpture Park, Knox Farm, and Springville Center for the Arts.

Once again, | want to reiterate my support for this proposed initiative. The applicants have worked to
ensure that this project ties into other ongoing development in West Falls and will be the key attraction
that positions West Falls and the Town of Aurora as a cultural destination for local, regional, state, and
hational audiences. WFCFA has the internal and external expertise to see this project and matching effort
through and to create a project that New York State will be proud to promote. The long-term plans to
infuse this effort into Visit Buffalo Niagara and other statewide tourism efforts means this will no doubt
be the game changer that the applicants bill it to be.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding this letter of support at
ibach@townofaurora.com, Thank you for your consideration of this important initiative.

Town of Aurora



SECTION 706 0 Bowen Road, approx. 14.36 acres, SBL 164.15-4-20

Annexation of uninhabited territory belonging to a city or a village
General Municipal (GMU) CHAPTER 24, ARTICLE 17

§ 706. Annexation of uninhabited territory belonging to a city or a ws (7/
village. 1. Village-owned territory. If a village is the owner of
uninhabited territory adjoining the village, such territory may be
annexed to the village if the town board of the town in which such
territory is situated, by a concurring vote of a majority of its
memnbers, consents thereto on the basis of its determination that such
annexation is in the over-all public interest; provided, however, that
if all or any portion of such uninhabited territory is located in whole
or in part in another village in the town, the governing board of such
other village by a concurring of a majority of its members shall also
consent thereto on the basis of its determination that such annexation
is in the over all public interest. Upon the filing of such consent or
consents, as the case may be, with, the board of trustees of the village
which owns such uninhabited territory, the board of trustees of such
village may make a written order determining to annex such tetritory
without the presentation of a petition as prescribed in section seven
hundred four of this article and without the holding of the hearing
provided in section seven hundred five of this article,

2, City-owned tetritory. If a city is the owner of uninhabited

territory adjoining the city, such terrifory may be annexed to the city

if the town board of the town in which such territory is situated, by a
concurring vote of a majority of its members, consents thereto on the
basis of its determination that such annexaiion is in the over-all

public interest; provided, however, that if all or any portion of such
uninhabited territory is located in whole or in part in a village in

such town, the governing board of such village, by a concurring vote of
a majority of its members, shall also consent thereto on the basis of

its determination that such annexation is in the over-all public

interest. The fown board shall, prior to granting its consent give

thirty days written notice of the meeting of the town board at which the
question of such annexation will be discussed to any school district,
fire district or other district corporation, public benefit corporation,
and town improvement district operated by a separate board of
commissioners, situated wholly or partly in the territory to be annexed
and which would be affected by such annexation. Any such district or
corporation may appear at such meeting or adjournment thereof and
present objections to such annexation. Upon the filing of such consent
or congents, as the case may be, with the governing board of the city,
the governing board of such city may make a written order determining to
annex such territory without the presentation of a petition as

prescribed in section seven hundred four of this article and without the
holding of the hearing provided in section seven hundred five of this
article.

3. Except as otherwise provided in this section, all the provisions of
this article, including but not limited to those requiring the adoption
of a local law as provided in section seven hundred fourteen of this
article, shall be applicable to and govern the proceedings to be
followed in effectuating any such annexation.



Erie County On-Line Mapping System Report generated:
Parcel Detail Report 1/5/2023 10:24:53 AM
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Parcal Qverview Map | Parcel Detail Map

PEN: 14248091641500004020000 Acreage: 14.36342304

SBL: 164.15-4-20 Total Assessment: $17,500

Address: 0 BOWEN RD Land Assessment: $17,500
"Owner 1: FISHER PRICE INC County Taxes: $17,500

Owner 2: MATTEL SHARED SERVICES Town Taxes: 40

Mailing Address: PO BOX 1169 School Taxes: $0

City/Zip: = EAST AURORA NY 14052 Village Taxes: $0

Municipality: Aurora School District: EAST AURORA UNION FREE

DISTRICT #1

Property Class: 322 Year Built: 0

Class Description: R - Rural vac>10 Sqft Living Area: 0

Front: 549.29 Condition: 0

Depthﬁ 0 Heating: 0

Deed Roll: 1 Basement: 0

Deed Book: 10294 Fireplace: 0

Deed Page: 00642 Beds: 0

Deed Date: Baths: 0

Erie County, its officials, and fts employees assume no responsibility or legal liability for the accuracy, completeness, reliability, timeliness, or
usefulness of any information provided. Tax parcel data was prepared for tax purposes only and is nat to be reproduced or used for surveying or
conveyancing. This map is a user generated static output from an Internet mapping site and is for reference only, Data layers that appear on this
map may ar may not be accurate, current, or otherwise reliable.



SUPERVISOR
James J. Bach
(718) 652-7590
ibach@townofaurora.com
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TOWN OF AURORA

Aurora Municipal Center
575 Oakwood Avenue, East Aurora, NY 14052

www.townofaurora,com
To: Aurora Town Board
From: Martha Librock, Town Clerk
Date: January 3, 2023
Re: Vacation/personal time roll-over

Please approve the roll-over of twelve (12) vacation hours and four (4) personal hours for Sheryl
Miller to be used in the first quarter of 2023. Sheryl was scheduled to be off on December 29
and 30, 2022, but due to my being ill and unable to work, Sheryl had to cancel her vacation,
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Month Year Reported: ~--> December 2022 CLERK'S MONTHLY REPORT :
Town Name: ——--—mememmve > Town of Aurorg

Prepared By: ----- --> Martha L. Librock

Date Submitted: —~—-----——- > Jan, 03 2023

TO THE Supervisor:

6 A

Pursuant to Section 27, Subd. 1, of the Town Law, | hereby make the following statement of all the fees and menies received by me In
connection with my office, during the month above stated, excepting anly such fees and menies the application and payment of which are

otherwise provided for by law.

RSC Revenue Item Total Town Other
Code Description rpt_RT_CMR_03_2011 Count Revenue Portion Dishurses
100 SPORTING LICENSE REVENUE 4 116.00 7.12 108.88
200 DOG LICENSE REVENUE 148 1,791.00 1,631.00 160.00
301 MARRIAGE LICENSE 4 160.00 70.00 90.00
303 CERTIFIED MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE 3 40.00 40.00 0.00
602 DEATH GERTIFICATE 5 240.00 240.00 0.00
Report Totals: 164 2,347.00 1,088.12 358,88
REVENUES TO SUPERVISOR - CLERK FEES 357.12
REVENUES TO SUPERVISOR - DOG FEES 1,631.00
TOTAL TOWN REVENUES TO SUPERVISOR: 198842
Amount paid to NYS DEC REVENUE ACCOUNTING 108.88
Amount paid to DEPT. OF AG. AND MARKETS 160.00
Amount paid to STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT FOR MARRIAGE LICENSES 90.00
TOTAL DISBURSED TG OTHER AGENCIES: T Y-
TOTAL DISBURSED: 2.347.00
JArumey 3 2023 James T Bact- Supervisor,

State of New York, County of Erie, Town of Aurora

Martha L. Librock being duly sworn, says that she/he is the Town Clerk of the Town of Aurora that the foregoing is a
Fees and Monles received by herfhim during the month stated, excepting only such Fees the application and paym
provided for by law.

Subsgribed and Sworn fo_hefore me /Zy
this é[i day of’,_)jiskev\l&"u"—/ 20 X3 Town Clerk (
Af/\é’%—c’b@.g M\Notary Public

SHERYLA MILLER
Reg. #01MI6128663
Notary Public, State of New York
Qualified In Erie County o
Commission Expires June 13, 202>

and true statement of all
of which are otherwise
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Town of Aurora Building Department éB
Monthly Report - December 2022

Town Village Totals
Permits Issued '

Number of Permits 9 7 16

Current Month Fee Total S 2,560.20 | $ 480.25|S  3,040.45
2022 Year Fee Total . S 98,505.46 | $ 30,988.20 | $ 129,493.66
2021 Year Fee Total S 88,707.98 | S 25,021.72 1 § 113,729.70

Inspections Completed

Building Permit 73 20 93
Fire Safety 0 20 20
Complaint/Violation 3 2 5
Permits Expiring Soon 11 8 19
Permit Expired 3 1 4
Violations 1 1 2
2nd Notice Violations 2 0 2
Zoning Compliance Letter 0 6 6
False Alarm 1 - 1

Reviews,

Zoning Board Cases - New
Site Plan Applications
Special Use Permit Applications
ODA Applications
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TOWN OF AURORA
Aurora Municipal Center
575 Oakwood Avenue, East Aurora, NY 14052

From: Martha L. Librock, Town Clerk Monthly Statement — Tax Collection
To: James J. Bach, Town of Aurora Supetvisor
Pursuant to Section 27 Subd. 1 of the Town Law, [ hereby make the following statement of all fees and

monies received by me during the month of November, 2022 in connection with the collection of taxes,
excepting only such fees the application and payment of which are otherwise provided for by law:

Received From Type of Receipt Amount
Taxes School tax $ 301,894.81
Taxes Penalties 22,823.08
Taxes Interest 4,475.02
Taxes NOW Acct Interest 3,346.09
Taxes

Total Received $ 332,539.00

State of New York
County of Erie

Town of Aurora

Martha L. Librock, being duly sworn, says that she is the Town Clerk of the Town of Aurora; that the
foregoing is a full and true statement of all fees and monies applicable to tax collection received by her
during the month stated excepting only such fees and monies the application of which are gfherwise

provided for by law.

Martha L. Libfack, Towd Clerk

Subscribed and Sworn to before me
this é"l_/l day O@Kuc&wy L2023

/Lf/\u—q»é_@(,ww

Notary PublieERYL A, MILLER
Reg. #01M16128653
Notary Public, State of New York
Qualified In Erie County
Commission Expires June 13,2055
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TOWN OF AURORA
Aurora Municipal Center
575 Oakwood Avenue, East Aurora, NY 14052

From: Martha L. Librock, Town Clerk Monthly Statement — Tax Collection
To: James J. Bach, Town of Aurora Supervisor
Pursuant to Section 27 Subd. 1 of the Town Law, I hereby make the following statement of all fees and

monies received by me during the month of December, 2022 in connection with the collection of taxes,
excepting only such fees the application and payment of which are otherwise provided for by law:

Received From Type of Receipt Amount
Taxes School tax § -0-
Taxes Penalties -0-
Taxes Interest -0-
Taxes NOW Acct Interest 60.97
Taxes
Total Received $ 60.97
State of New York
County of Erie

Town of Aurora

Mattha L. Librock, being duly sworn, says that she is the Town Clerk of the Town of Aurora; that the
foregoing is a full and true statement of all fees and monies applicable to tax collection received by her

during the month stated excepting only such fees and monies the application of which are otherwj
provided for by law. W /
wile 7%

Martha L. Librock, Town Clerk

Subscribed and/_Syvﬁom to before me
this éﬂ'day of danwary 2023

Atspe Q00

Notary PublitieryL A, miLLER
Reg. #01Mi6128663
Notary Public, State of New York
Qualified In Erje County

Commission Expires June 1 3, 2025




