Local educator George W.
Jonson kept a journal, from
which we know details about
East Aurora’s Independence Day
celebration in 1830. It took place
on July 3 because the Fourth was
on a Sunday. East Aurora did not
have its first newspaper until
five years later, so Jonson's diary
is the only way we know what
happened. Likely the first
newspaper account of an
Independence Day celebration
in our community was
published in the July 6, 1836
issue of the Aurora Standard.

Newspaper image from the
microfilm collection of the
Aurora Town Historian’s Office.
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Time was, when no proper ob-
servance of Independence Day was
held without the reading of the
Declaration of Independence. Us-
ually there wasa parade, a church
service and a public dinner. At
the church service a local digni-
tary was honored to read the
declaration which took precidence
over the oration, or sermon.

From the 1830 journal of Geo-
rege W. Jonson filed in the Ar-
chives of Dartmouth College (of
which he was a graduate) the fol-
lowing observance was held in
Aurora. %

Previously, in 1829, George W.
Jonson had established the first
classical school of its kindin this
area. This school existed until
1832 when Mr. Jonson was per-
suaded by ‘Millard Fillmore to
study law. 5

Since July 4 fell on a Sunday in
1830, the public observance took
place Saturday. The exercises
were appointed to begin in the
Baptist church at 10 a.m., al-
though it was considerably later
when the program finally got un-

der way. The military led the
procession around the square; O1-
ean Rd., then Creek Rd., west,
back of the church to Cemetery
Dr., now Temple P1., then into the
church. Behind the military men
followed some of the citizens, wo-
men, the Revolutionary soldiers,
the officials of the day and nine
members of the Arrangement
Committee. The orator, reader
and chaplain entered the build-
ing last.

The church program consisted
of music of the band, a hymn,
prayer by Elder Paul S. Richards,
the baptist minister. Reading of
the declaration by Mr. Jonson “in
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a loud voice so as to behheardand
understood throughout the house”;
vocal music, an orationby Deloss
Warren, a lawyer. More vocal
music and a benediction by Elder
Richards. The Revolutionary
soldiers were seated in the front,
the place of honor. Following the
program, soldiers and band mem -
bers were served “scot-free” at
Clapp’s Inn. Clapp’s Inn was
owned by Elias Clapp and was the
present Globe Hotel. The rest of
those gathered at the Inn paid a
fee. One hundred and seventy
were served at Clapp’s, seventy
other citizens dined at Amos
Blanchard’s Inn across the street
at the site of the present Kelsey
Building.

At Clapp’s the military sat at
one table, the Revolutionary sold-
iers at another, the rest at two
tables, gentlemen and ladies sit-
ting opposite to one another. Be-
fore the dishes were removed
wine was brought in at Mr. Jon-
son’s request. Some toasts had
been prepared and Mr. Paine read
the first without a break, then
called for a “hurrah” and fin-
ally, a bit more relaxed, called
for three cheers for the rest:
Clay, Jackson, workers and law-
yers were among those toasted
by volunteers.

Revolutionary soldiers who
might have attended were: Alvin
Burt, Thomas Crook, Cyrus Fil-
Imore, James Hawley, Josiah
Maples, Thomas Pratt, Caleb
Richardson, Jacob  Swain; now
buried in East Aurora Cemetery.
Clement King, Henry Little, Eb-

enezer and Thomas Treat, were °

buried in Griffins Mills. William
Letson and Noah Shearer were
buried in Oakwood Cemetery and
Jonathan Warner in South Wales.
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